


Background
 The Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan was completed February 2019.

 A recommendation from the master plan is to upgrade park master plans and cost estimates to 
reflect changes in demographics and recreation trends and current construction costs.

 Earl Thompson Park located in Bynum and Southwest Park located in Bear Creek, are the first two 
we decided to upgrade since they were constructed first and on each end of the county.

 The overall approach for the master plans was to leverage the results of the Parks and Recreation 
Comprehensive Plan input, as well as facilitate additional public open houses specific to the parks.  

 At each meeting, attendees were asked to provide input on response boards, as well as complete a 
small questionnaire.

 Parks and Recreation staff offered valuable insight regarding existing maintenance and operations, 
desired park amenities and park programming.

 Recreation Advisory Committee attended the open houses and provided comments and feedback on 
the plans.

 The Landscape Architects gathered all the information and completed a redevelopment of the two 
parks to produce the Master Plans.

 The final product is a park rendering, community engagement summary and a master plan cost 
estimate.



Community Engagement Summary 
Earl Thompson Park
 The first meeting was facilitated by county staff at the annual Clyde Fest held 

on park property.

 The second and third public open houses were held at Bynum Ruritan Club.



The Results for Earl Thompson Park

Formal, 0%

Modern, 1%

Agriculture, 2%

Healing, 3%

Community, 4%

Active, 6%

Educational, 8%

Historic, 8%

Artistic, 10%

Youthful, 15%

Natural, 20%

Sustainable, 24%

Natural Trails, 63

Outdoor Aquatics, 36

Greenway , 34

Playground, 33

Outdoor Amphitheater, 24

Picnic Shelters, 23

Outdoor Fitness Equipment, 14

Community Gardens, 13

Indoor Fitness, 5



Program Needs

Earl Thompson Park

Health & Wellness



Earl Thompson Park

Criteria for Prioritization

Enviornmetnal preservation, 57

Traffic impacts, 36

Strengthen community, 26

Safe, walkable, bikeable access, 24

Welcome to a diversity of users, 20

Promotes safety and health of residents, 8

Affordability, 6

Cost of doing nothing, 5

Economic impact, 1

Return on investment, 0

Long-term benefits, 0

EARL THOMPSON PARK SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

Core Programming 

1. Natural Trails 

2. Greenway 

3. Playground 

4. Outdoor Amphitheater 

5. Outdoor Aquatics 

6. Outdoor Adventure 

7. Picnic Shelters 

8. Fitness and Wellness 

Secondary Programming 

1. Shaded Seating 

2. Wildlife Habitat 

3. Environmental Education 

4. Accessible Parking 

5. Wayfinding Signage 

Park Character 

1. Sustainable 

2. Natural 

3. Youthful 



Community Engagement Summary 
Southwest District Park
 These materials were gathered from a staff-led Jamboree held at Bonlee 

Recreation Park.

 The second and third public open houses were held at Chatham Central High 

School.



Youthful, 18%

Active, 16%

Natural, 16%

Modern, 12%

Artistic, 11%

Sustainable, 7%

Educational, 7%

Agricultural, 4%

Historic, 4%

Community, 3%

Healing, 2%

Formal, 1%

Park Character

The Results for Southwest District Park

Outdoor Aquatics, 73

Splash Pad, 55

Outdoor Fitness Equipment, 26

Playground, 20

Natural Trails, 18

Tennis Courts, 17

Outdoor Track, 15

Greenway Trails, 12

Picnic Shelters, 10

Amenity Needs



Southwest District Park
Program Needs

Health & Wellness

Life Skills Classes, 63

Action Sports, 52

Environmental Education, 33

Performing Arts and Arts and Crafts, 23

Outdoor Music and Festivals, 19

Athletics, 16

Summer Camps, 9

Outdoor Adventure Lessons, 8

Fitness and Wellness, 5



Long-term benefits, 41

Promotes safety and health of residents, 36

Safe, walkable, bikeable access to the rest of Bynum, 32

Welcome to a diversity of users, 30

Economic impact, 28

Strengthen community, 28

Return on investment, 14

Cost of doing nothing, 14

Enviornmetnal preservation, 8

Traffic impacts, 1

Affordability, 0

Criteria for Prioritization

Southwest District Park

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT > CHATHAM COUNTY 

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT PARK SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

Core Programming 

1. Outdoor Aquatics 

2. Splash Pad 

3. Playgrounds 

4. Ball Courts (Tennis, Basketball, etc.) 

5. Outdoor Fitness Equipment 

6. Expanded/Paved Walking Trail(s) 

7. Community Center with Life Skills classes 

8. Art Festivals and Concerts 

9. Outdoor Adventure Play 

10. Batting cages

Secondary Programming 

1. Shaded Seating 

2. Flower Fields 

3. Accessible Parking 

4. Pedestrian Lighting 

5. Wayfinding Signage 

 

Park Character 

1. Youthful 

2. Natural 

3. Active 

4. Modern

 



Aerial view of Earl Thompson Park



Redeveloped plan for 
Earl Thompson Park

Highlights

 Open Lawn

 Nature Trails

 Picnic Shelter

 Public Art Installation

 All inclusive playground

 Arts, Nature & History Center

 Place of pause

 Amphitheater

 Maintenance building



Aerial view of Southwest District Park



Redeveloped plan for 
Southwest District Park

Highlights

 Shelter renovations

 Splash pad

 Upgrade small playground

 Add large inclusive playground 

 Community Building +/- 7,700 sq ft

 Tennis/Pickle ball courts

 Basketball courts

 Public art installation

 Maintenance building







Grants and other funding

 Friends Groups – To apply and receive grants that county government can’t apply for or 
fundraise.

 Potential Grants 

 Naming Rights – Policy in the works.

 Investment Campaign – To start an investment campaign for both parks to leverage other 
funds.

 Use left over Parks Reserves funds to construct some facilities or help jumpstart a 
campaign for both parks.  This was an annual contribution that started in FY2009 and 
ended in FY2011.

 Consider reestablishing the annual contributions to a parks reserve fund for park/trail 
construction.

 New legislative goal requesting special legislation to allow Chatham County to use fees 
collected pursuant to GS 153A-331(c) to be used for the development of recreation, 
park, or open space sites, in addition to land acquisition. The current legislation limits 
the use of recreation fees collected by counties to be used solely for land acquisition, 
whereas the corresponding municipal legislation GS 160A-372(e) allows cities the option 
to use them for land acquisition or construction of facilities. 



Contents and Requirements of Ordinance

153A-331 (c) A subdivision control ordinance may provide that a developer may provide 

funds to the county whereby the county may acquire recreational land or areas to 

serve the development or subdivision, including the purchase of land that may be used 

to serve more than one subdivision or development within the immediate area.

160A-372 (e) The ordinance may provide that a developer may provide funds to the city 

where by the city may acquire recreational land or areas to serve the development or 

subdivision, including the purchase of land that may be used to serve more than one 

subdivision or development within the immediate area. All funds received by the city 

pursuant to this subsection shall be used only for the acquisition or development of 

recreation, park, or open space sites. Any formula enacted to determine the amount of 

funds that are to be provided under this subsection shall be based on the value of the 

development or subdivision for property tax purposes. The ordinance may allow a 

combination or partial payment of funds and partial dedication of land when the 

governing body of the city determines that this combination is in the best interests of 

the citizens of the area to be served.



Recreation Fee 
District Map

 Eastern District-
$926 per lot

 Western District-
$548 per lot                     

The fee applies when a 
final plat is submitted 
for approval whether it’s 
a minor (5 lot or less) or 
major (greater than 5 
lots) and is collected by 
planning staff prior to 
releasing the mylar for 
recording.


