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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good morning, I would like to thank Chief Davis and all of you for having me here this morning. My name is Lorena Patterson, I work for an organization called Go Global NC. Go Global NC is part of the University of Carolina system, we are not affiliated to any particular college but we are part of the entire system, our organization falls under General Administration. I’m the director of a program called the Latino Initiative and the reason why I’m here today. 



LATINO INITIATIVE

• Started in 1998
• 850+ North Carolina leaders studied in Mexico
• Focus areas from 1998 to 2014 were:

Education
Health
Policy and Community

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Latino Initiative was founded in 1998 as a result of the rapid increase in Hispanic/Latino population migrating to the state of North Carolina. The founder of our organization along with governor Hunt saw the opportunity to give leaders in North Carolina the necessary tools to deal with the beginning shift of demographics in this state. Therefore the organization performed a research study across the state to find out where the majority of this Latinos were coming from, and found  that the majority of Latinos were coming from Mexico and at that time from a region calle El bajio from which many agricultural sites were affected due to NAFTA. So 



LATINO INITIATIVE

• Focus areas today:
Education
Health 
Law Enforcement
Economic & Workforce Development



PROGRAM OBJECTIVE  

• To increase understanding of the Latino/Hispanic community.
• To promote economic development including untapped 

economic resources.
• To learn from Mexican models combining 

Private/Public/Institutional partnerships. 
• To learn from the automobile and aerospace manufacturing 

industry in Mexico.



NUTS AND BOLTS

• Traveling in August 6-14, 2018
• Visiting Mexico City for Historical and Cultural content
• Traveling to rural communities in Guanajuato state
• Ending in Guanajuato City



PARQUE INDUSTRAL CASTRO DEL RIO



LATINO INITIATIVE

Three major phases of program: 
• Community Assessment 
• Immersion Study
• Action Planning and Implementation



WHY MEXICO?

• Mexico is the second largest market for goods from North 
Carolina.

• Mexico is the country from which North Carolina has received 
the most immigrants in the past two decades.

• In 2013, 183,377 jobs in North Carolina depended on trade with 
Mexico. 

• In 2015 $3.19 billion  worth of N.C. goods were exported to 
Mexico. 



WHO SHOULD PARTICIPATE?

• Government officials
• Community College and higher education officials
• Manufacturing industries end economic developers
• Any leader in your community that is key in helping create the 

adequate environment for economic growth



TEAM COMMITMENT

• Participation in Community needs 
assessment

• Participation in a full day pre-departure 
orientation workshop

• Travel to Mexico for immersion study  
• Participation in a full day follow-up 

workshop to develop action plan
• Application of action plan by county
• Check-in meeting six months after 

returning from travel
• Host a one year reunion



YEAR PROGRAM COST
• The cost of the program is $6,375 including airfare
Year Program includes:

Meetings, Orientation and follow-up workshops 
in North Carolina
Lodging
Ground transportation
Meals in Mexico
International health insurance
Spanish – English interpreter fees
Mexican partners administrative fees and other expenses



Questions?



Thank you! Gracias!

For more information contact 
Lorena Patterson

lpatterson@northcarolina.edu
(919)237-7961

Visit our website
www.goglobalnc.org

mailto:lpatterson@northcarolina.edu
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