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(6) Purchases of apparatus, supplies, materials, or equipment when: (i) performance or 
price competition for a product are not available; (ii) a needed product is available 
from only one source of supply; or (iii) standardization or compatibility is the 
overriding consideration. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, the 
governing board of a political subdivision of the State shall approve the purchases 
listed in the preceding sentence prior to the award of the contract. 
In the case of purchases by hospitals, in addition to the other exceptions in this 
subsection, the provisions of this Article shall not apply when: (i) a particular medical 
item or prosthetic appliance is needed; (ii) a particular product is ordered by an 
attending physician for his patients; (iii) additional products are needed to complete 
an ongoing job or task; (iv) products are purchased for "over-the-counter" resale; (v) 
a particular product is needed or desired for experimental, developmental, or research 
work; or (vi) equipment is already installed, connected, and in service under a lease or 
other agreement and the governing body of the hospital determines that the equipment 
should be purchased. The governing body of a hospital shall keep a record of all 
purchases made pursuant to this subdivision. These records are subject to public 
inspection. 
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