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Farm A 
Funding 
Request

We have applied to N.C. Department of 
Agriculture Twice!

Landowner has agreed to proceed with 
Chatham funding.

Chatham County’s first “acquired” conservation 
easement.

Asking for an additional $25,000 to help cover 
TLC transaction expenses. Recommended by 
SWCD & Agricultural Advisory Boards



Farm A: Funding Request





Chatham County 
Farmland 

Prioritization 
Mapping Project
Chatham County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, Chatham 

County GIS Department, and 
Triangle Land Conservancy



Criteria Rural Urban

Ag Land 18 10

Ag Soil 25 25

Distance from Municipalities 2 10

Proximity to VADs 10 NA

Proximity to Conservation 

Easements

25 25

PUV 10 10

Future Ag Land 2 NA

Proximity to Degraded Water 2 NA

Intake Zones 2 NA

Approved Development 2 10

Access to Feed Stores 2 10

Total 100 100

• Weights were determined through 
stakeholder meetings based on 
perceived importance for 
agriculture viability and 
conservation strategy

• The total weight for each model 
equals 100

• Eighth acre tessellations are used 
to emphasize areas for farmland 
preservation prioritization rather 
than individual landowner parcels. 

The rural model emphasizes soil 
quality and conservation clustering 
while the urban model emphasizes 
proximity to development and 
infrastructure. 

Suitability Modeler 







Recent & Upcoming 
Events

• Chatham Farms Forever Day 1/15/26 (65 people)

• Lee County Farmland Preservation Day 1/29/26

• Chatham Cattleman’s Association 2/19/26

• Chatham Ag Impact Summit 2/24/26

• UNC School of Government Advisory Board 
Workshop 3/6/26

• North Carolina VAD Conference July 22-23



Questions?
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