A\

‘N

AL

e

CHATHAM COUNTY

NORTH CAROLINA

PARrks, RECREATION &

CurturaL REsourcEs

Trails and Open
Space Update

Chatham County Board
of Commissioners

December 2025



Todays Presentation
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Trails in County State Trails Greenways and Open Space (land

Parks other county trails conservation)



Trails in County Parks . T
* Expand trail networks in county owned

parks.
* Natural surface focus — less impact,

easier to maintain P Pk

(SE District)

Southwest
District Park

* Projects currently under contract

* Future projects




Projects Currently
Under Contract

* Northeast District Park

o George Pauly Trail made possible via
donation from Haw River Assembly in his

memory
o Approximately 3,150 ft natural surface
trail
o Walking trail will meander though CNE S ORI A
wildflower meadow and successional L N IR A ~'
hardwood forest AT Ry W e
New 'I;l;ail ét Northeast District Park 0 125 2 500
_— e — cct
= Proposed trail ~ 3,140 feet 5\\
[ Property boundaries ; AN
il Conba; Lnes ,l S e

Parks axp RECREATION



Projects Currently
Under Contract

e Park at Briar Chapel
o Pokeberry Tributary Trail

o Approximately 3,870 ft natural
surface trail.

o Walking trail wanders through flood

plain, over tributary stream and 1
.5

upland forest type. i ’
. . - AL
o Includes two 45’ pedestrian bridges, T —— S i
. . The Park at Briar Chapel S — e
elevated tread in floodplain, and 40’ " . e
POINTS PROPOSED TRAI A
Of b oa I’d wa l.k ¢ irrigation head bepch cut oo,
O climbing turn — raised tread CHATHAM COUNTY
O small drainage === boardwalk e —
[ stream bed - bridge needed e —




Future Trail Projects
In County Parks

 Northwest District Park

o Approximately 3.7 miles of proposed trail.
o Dining hall trail

o Approximately 1,100 feet in length

o To be constructed by volunteers.

o Stream determination in July confirmed
intermittent status.

o Stream buffer permit pending.

Northwest District Park
Proposed Trail Network

~— Gravel Rd NW Park Two Foot Contour Lines

—— Short nature trail NW Park ~— Proposed multi use trails 2.4 m
— Scout trail NW park Proposed hiking trails 1.5 m
0 Nw Park Boundary Hydro Lines (USGS)




] * Parker’s Ridge Park (Southeast District Park)
FUtu fe Tra | l o PARTF Grant to fund Phase 1 construction of "‘
. . =  Pump track ‘
PrOJeCtS | n =  Small graveled walking loop around pond

=  Restroom/Shelter

County Parks

=  Future planned mixed-use trails

o Phase 2 of park development — timeline and funding
unknown




Future Trail Projects
In County Parks

 Earl Thompson Connector

©)
©)

O O O O

Planned Haw River Connector Trail

Potential for connection with 2 adjoining
properties

Approximately 2,400 ftin length
Volunteer constructed
State Parks approval under review

FDP required, survey or engineer
stamped plan

Include in 2026/27 fiscal year budget

Proposed Connector Trail at Earl Thompson Park

~— Proposed Trail Aprox. 2,406' Parcel Lines
Two Foot Contour Lines 7 | Flood Hazard Areas (2022)
Ten Foot Contour Lines — Blue Line Creek

[ 1 Lower Haw SNA — — Unmapped Creek

[ Earl Thompson Park Boundary



State Trails In » Haw River State Trail (HRST)

Chatham County * Deep River State Trail (DRST)
* Equine State Trail (EST)




HRST Pegg Tract Improvements

o Lower Haw State Natural Area project includes multiple
improvements.

= Formalize the paddle access with steps and a low
elevation boardwalk.

=  QOver a mile of new natural surface trail outside of
the floodplain. ' :

o Fundedvia 2 grants
= Recreational Trails Program

= $100,000 with 25% county match %
* Trail and steps Oy
= Great Trails State Program P %

= $251,294 with 1:1 match
=  RTP counts as match

o Trailis flagged, initial review with state parks, working
on permitting. Go out to bid in summer

HRST Pegg Tract Improvements ] 0 250 500 1000 Feet
Chatham County. NC L 1 1 1 |

‘“’ Paddle Launch Site —— Pegg Nat Surface Trail final 12.30 — Miles Branch Creek
==

Proposed boardwalk Altemate trail route Ten Foot Contours

Existing informal paddle access trail

[] Pegg Tract State Natural Area Parcels Bob Rose Property N




HRST Landowner Qutreach

o Outreach efforts

= Coordination with conservation partners

= QOrange Chatham Association of
Realtors

=  Pijedmont Forest Landowner’s Summit:

o Multiple opportunities being pursued —talks
ongoing.
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HRST Other Projects

o Designated US 64 Access, 15t paddle
access designated on HRST

o Applied for designation of Bynum Mill
Access in partnership with State Parks

o Connection between Earl Thompson
and LHSNA

Chicken Bridge Paddle Access
o Future LHSNA planning




Haw River Safety Coalition:

* Bridge signage for paddler/tuber
wayfinding installed on upstream and
downstream sides of bridges

* Chicken Bridge Rd
« US15/501
e US64




US 64 Haw River Access, 348 River Access Rd
(35730995 /-79.107109)

CLOSED / CERRADO

Haw River Safety Coalition:

Alert0or0

No alerts at this time / Sin alertas en este momento

* Digital Safety Signs

Current Weather Conditions

* Real time safety information for river o8 50°F o i,

Wind: 14 mph Humidity: 93%

m 1 0.0°C Feels like: 45°F Dew point: 48°F
users

‘Saurce: Pittsboro, NC
Last updated: 10/28/25, 6:33 PM

* Access status River Water Level & Flow

« Weather alerts (heat, rain, temps, etc.) e BB
* Weather conditions & forecast
° Rlver FlOW Rates 3ct;5 0ct 26 Oct27 0Oct 28

Stage: 3.72 ft 4 rising * Discharge: 461 cfs a rising

* Air quality T g s

* To be installed at US 15/501 and US 64 e
River Accesses

Flood Stage

* Under finalinternal review and zoning AMinsssannnnnnnnnnntil
approval ‘




Lakewoods

Carlton Acres

£
4 32 C\

Crutchfield
Crossroads
Stal
v Gum Springs
*J Brow
Crossroa d:
Ramseur
Siler City
Pittsboro

Mount Vernon

o Meet quarterly with DRST Steering Committee.

o Feasibility study funded via GTSP ) has 2
= $75,000 award with 1:1 county match e 1 M /
= Grant contractin process, developing RFQ J},(/

= Similarin scope and process to Haw River i
Trail study in Chatham

Map of proposed Deep River Trail and Open Space Corridor Study

Parks with Trails Future park location [ chatham County border 012 4 6 8Mi|es §

SS Deep River Chatham 3m Buffer
[ Existing conservation easements N

B Deep River in Chatham Co

5.8 miles of trail

e
Parks without trails



* Moncure Access —Opened in
October

 Part of over 2,400 acre
contiguous conservation area
along the Deep and Rocky Rivers

* 2016 bond project includes new
gravel road into property, parking
with vault toilet and paved
paddle ramp on mouth of
tributary stream
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Managed Areas
Dedicated Nature Preserve wood

[ N [ Registered Heritage Area

Blacknel Conserva tion Easemen t

Other Protection
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* Justice to White Pines Trail Concept N C _ e
* Mapped over 8 miles of proposed / v B8 B
hiking trail 7 Lot
| [ = s
( @),

* Multiple stream crossings, including |
large bridge across Rocky River |

* Partner with NC State Parks for A _
planning, environmental review | , WAL AR

* Likely be implemented in phases “Deep River State Trail

DRST Justice to White Pines proposed trail corridor

Justice Tract to White Pines Preserve Hydro Lines (USGS) WATHAM COUNTY
Initial Concept June 2025 Ten Foot Contour (lidar) —/_\/ ~
NCDPR Parcels o

DRST JT to WP alternate 1 N
DRST Justice Tract Paddle Access




MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAILs <
CONCEPT PLAN . DEEP RIVER STATE PARK & 4 .

MARCH 2017

* Planned mountain bike trails

* TORC has concept plans and funding to
design and build phase 1

— Trallhead
= Phase1

Trailhead
Phase 3

l\l &
> \




Equine State Trail

* Newly authorized state trail as of 2024

* Planning effort high level currently

* Likely co-align with DRST for large
Chatham segment

EQUINE STATE TRAIL

NCTRAILS

,_-“._] ® L omnsuille William B. Umstead
¥ ® Libert 1a|e Park .
N S GUILFORD e K o
N Lexington COUNTY Josglan La Slale WAKE COUNTY
. Re eati
# Asnebom Prtrsbam i Holly Springs
CHATHAM COUNTY I d .
Clayton
FORSYTH COUNTY W <t ——
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"..-—-..‘ v Raven Rock @
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reat Trails State Coalition

» Started Paddle Trail Working Group

* Address challenges and needs of
paddle trail managers across the state

* Developed guidance documents

* Bridge signage process with
NCDOT

* BMPs for cleaning paddle
accesses after floods

State Trail Bridge Si_?_nage
Process Wi

nse
| wayfinding and emergency respol
rail

For paddie t

staff regarding
y feedback from

CDOT District office
fiic Services,

ate an
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Initi ith N
the appropriate nternal depal menis sion, Bridg
2 by i depart (Divi Brid

etc.)
\ , size

e
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n grant is @
ding for signs. (RTP Safety and Education @
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o) Mud, Silt and Debris Rem
$,§=AE,§ From Paddle Accesses oval

Guidance and Recomendations for Paddle Trail Managers

NCDEQ Recommendations

Use a shavel ta deposi
posit the
@ :fgllmem back into the fiood plain ::c::e:tv::el: i g vy the
runhg:lign:gzcs;fsrfar;banks. without at a gentle r;ts,-‘;k;ézg st';z;am
0 i i
, @ ripanan shoveling is not feaswblz. Us‘?ng

buffers (if applicable) Pressure washy
ers may be

Place the sediment back into an SO o aret o o
area that already has sediment

Scour or erode banks,
built up along the st
rea i
m. If using a pressure washer, avoid
Please be cautious of throwing the t e e
ekl pran as those will ultimately run-off into

area — turbid waters and sediment e sieer.
can be detrimental to aquatic life.

Examples from Surry County

Use mechanized
ci equiptment whare acce:
SS aliows
@ or push sediment back inta waterway e remove

A120 psi trash or semi ti
rash pump with 15" hose wy
@ rv‘veH for washing off sediment. Use a strainer on the "“:k"ks
0se end and piace in the watenway. Pt

im
@ Best !“a’dlepos 1 sediment back in walerways soon after a rajn event (if possible)

W

Far guidance on datiis an, vl aher natual disasters pisase refor fo vision of Water Resoorces Guidines for
56 Ort datii's and sediment rarmayal
; " tor nar t8rs piaas
: / = P NEDEQ
flumcane/Tomads Cleanup in Siraams and ietiandy, s Ripanan Bufters. dusstions shoy ana-s areciad s ar regons NCOE hos.
Your regional NGOEQ off,




Greenways & Other County Trails

Participate in development review meetings (TRC)

e Communicate directly with sub developers
e UDO challenges

Chatham County Parks and Recreation Master Plan

e Greenways, Side paths, and other trail routes
e Public input needed
e Feasibility studies needed

e Update to Master Plan will startin 2027

e Multimodal Transportation Study
e Coalition of stakeholders




i 34
 Current river access is highly eroded. s
Poor location due to bridge footings @
and river flow dynamics. .

Open Space Planning

e

15 minute
parking

* South Bynum River Access

* Closed on adjacent 0.7 acres in October
of ‘24

* Erosion Study Under Contract

* Scope includes options for addressing
river bank erosion, relocating river access,
access and circulation plan

Staircase and g
N Park Entrance

* Deliverables includes cost estimates for
design, permitting construction and long
term maintenance for concept
alternatives

* Public parking for this site is still a need

* Anticipate significant rise in use as 4 S b, :
Chatham Park builds out South Bynum River Access Erosion Study Map

South Bynum River Access County Park A
=3 Newly Acquired Property (0.7 acres) _——




Open Space Planning

* Land Conservation in Chatham County

e CWG subcommittee for Land Conservation

* Addressing the need for stronger
partnership/ fiscal support for conservation
non-profits for wildlands and non-working
lands conservation

* Exploring possible funding strategies for
land conservation

* Develop a strategic conservation plan and
budget




Obstacles, Challenges

& Strategies for Success

Time and
capacity

Cross agency
coordination and
partnerships

Funding
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