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Side 1

Between 1885 and 1921, white mobs terrorized and lynched at least six Black people in Chatham County,
creating a legacy of violence, intimidation, and injustice. On September 28, 1885, a white mob Iynched four
Black people — Jerry and, his wife, Harriet Finch, John Pattishall, and Lee Tyson — in Pittsboro following the
unsolved murders of two white families. After months of terrorizing them, the mob stormed the jail, seized
them, and hanged them to a tree despite their pleas of innocence. After the lynching, newspapers reported
the lack of evidence against all of the victims for crimes that the mob accused them of committing, and The
Chatham Record concluded, “If one set of men can force open our jail for one purpose,...who will be the
next victim, and whose life is safe?” Fourteen years later, a white mob lynched a Black farmer in his mid-
thirties named Henry Jones on January 11, 1899. The mob targeted Mr. Jones merely because he lived
near a white woman who was found dead the night before. Then, on September 18, 1921, a white mob
lynched a 16-year-old Black boy named Eugene Daniel after he was falsely accused of assaulting a white
girl. The mob took Eugene five miles east to an area near Moore’s bridge, hanged him with a chain, and
shot his body repeatedly. The next day, at least 1,000 spectators came to view Eugene’s hanged remains.
No mob participants were held accountable for lynching these Black men, women, and children.
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Side 2

LYNCHING IN AMERICA

Thousands of Black people were victims of lynching in the United States between 1865 and 1950. After the
Civil War, violent resistance to equal rights for Black people and an ideology of white supremacy led to fatal
violence against Black women, men, and children. Lynching became the most public and notorious form of
racial terrorism intended to intimidate Black people and uphold racial hierarchy. White mobs targeted Black
people for perceived violations of social customs, resisting exploitation, engaging in interracial relationships,
or after being accused of crimes, even when no evidence tied the accused to the alleged offense. White
mobs completely disregarded the legal system, abducting their victims from jails, prisons, courtrooms, or
directly out of police hands. Rather than enforcing their legal responsibility to protect Black people, white
law enforcement officers and elected officials frequently tolerated, or even supported, white mob violence
and failed to hold white mobs accountable. Black community leaders who condemned lynching often
became targets themselves. Lynching forced millions of Black people to flee the South to escape the
climate of terror and trauma created by these acts of violence. Although many victims of racial terror

lynching will never be known, at least 120 lynchings have been documented in North Carolina, with at least
six known to have taken place in Chatham County, between 1865 and 1950.
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THE LYNCHING OF ALLEN BROOKS
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On March 3. 1910,

a 59-year=-ol]
was

lynched by a white mob
accused— without evidence —

During a pre-trial hearing for Mr. Brooks at the Dallas Count
(now the Old Red Court House),

gathered at the courthouse,
Members of the mob broke int
law enforcement officers,

d Black handyman named Allen Brooks
at this intersection. Mr. Brooks was
of assaulting his white employer's daughter.
¥ Courthouse
2@ mob of at least 3,000 white men
demanding that Mr. Brooks be lynched.
o the courtroom.

tied a rope around his ne
the second-floor window of the courthouse. fractur

A separate faction of the mob surrounded Mr. Bro
him before dragging him several blocks to this i
Akard Streets. The brutal, lawless violence continued near the Elks Arch,
where Mr. Brooks was hanged from a telegraph pole in front of 5,000 onloockers.

Photographs of Mr. Brooks' lynched body were widely circulated, and
attendees took pieces of his clothing as

seized Mr. Brooks from
ck, and threw him from
ing his skull upon impact.
oks, kicking and beating
ntersection of Main and

souvenirs. Though several
members of the mob gave newspaper interviews,

no one was ever held
responsible for the lynching of Allen Brooks.
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