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Project Background
• 2019 Chatham County Parks and Recreation Master Plan survey established the Haw 

River Trail as a priority recreational opportunity for Chatham residents.
• In 2022 TJCOG received an Economic Development Assistance grant on behalf of 

Chatham and Alamance Counties .
• EDA grant funded the Haw River Trail Feasibility Study for Chatham County.
• Alta Design + Planning Hired in October of 2022.



Project Context 
• The Haw River Trail Concept

• Hiking and Paddle Trail from Haw 
River State Park to Jordan Lake 
Recreation Area.



Project Context 
• The Haw River Trail Concept

• Hiking and Paddle Trail from Haw 
River State Park to Jordan Lake 
Recreation Area.

• Passes through 5 NC Counties.



Project Context 
• The Haw River Trail Concept

• Hiking and Paddle Trail from Haw 
River State Park to Jordan Lake 
Recreation Area.

• Passes through 5 NC Counties.
• Authorized as an official state trail by 

NC Legislature in June of 2023.



Project Context 
• The Haw River Trail Concept

• Hiking and Paddle Trail from Haw 
River State Park to Jordan Lake 
Recreation Area.

• Passes through 5 NC Counties.
• Authorized as an official state trail by 

NC Legislature in June of 2023.
• Majority of trail development to date 

has occurred in Alamance County.



Project Context 
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• Hiking and Paddle Trail from Haw 
River State Park to Jordan Lake 
Recreation Area

• Passes through 5 NC Counties
• Authorized as an official state trail by 

NC Legislature in June of 2023
• Majority of trail development to date 

has occurred in Alamance County
• Social trail and 3 existing paddle 

accesses in Chatham County



Project Context 
• The Study Area

• The study focused on the trail 
corridor within Chatham County.



Project Context 
• The Study Area

• The study focused on the trail 
corridor within Chatham County.

• Approximately 16 miles along the 
Haw River.



Project Context 
• Past Plans

• Numerous previously 
completed planning efforts 
have highlighted the Haw 
River Trail as a community 
priority for the county. This 
study was informed by these 
documents.
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Project Context 
• Chatham County at a Glance

• As the county grows, demand 
for recreation opportunities 
will also increase.

• A strong need to provide 
nature-based recreation 
opportunities for all ages and 
wealth levels.

• Trails can improve the quality 
of life in Chatham County for 
all residents.
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Planning Process
• The Steering Committee

• Representatives from local 
government, nonprofits, the 
business community, and 
outdoor interest groups.

• Provided valuable input to 
the process and helped 
establish guiding principles 
for the study and 
implementation of the trail.
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Resources

Trail Design Operations & 
Maintenance

FundingProgram & Policy

• Trail Count/ Tracking Use
• Maps and User Guides
• Safety Resources
• Policy Resources for 

Conservation and Public 
Use

• Sustainable Trail Design
• Blueway Design
• Accessibility & Safety
• General Trail Feature 

Costs

• Strategies & Actions

• Federal
• State
• Local
• Private




