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Climate Planning that Considers the 3 Ps

Place
(Farmland)

Practices

People .
(Sustainable)




0o1. Chatham County
Agriculture and Food
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NC Local Farm + Food Profiles
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North Carolina’s Agriculture
Industry

North Carolina

LOCAL FARMS AND FOOD PROFILE

DATA FROM 2017 & 2022 USDA CENSUS
FOR MORE INFO GONCSUEDUW/AGCENSUS

$111.1 Billion

18,692,574,000

TOTAL AG PRODUCTS SOLD

Annual value of N.C. agriculture -
Extension connects producers with research,
tools and expertise that support their success.

$1,222,739,454

VALUE OF DELIVERED TIMBER

Access Your NC
Local Farm +

5.0X Food Profile

multiplier

go.ncsu.edu/agcensus



Agricultural Data Supports
Local Community Planning
Efforts

Data can help drive discussions, especially now that there are three
sets of profiles- What are the trends in your county and COG?

Direct and intermediated sales are up.. Which programs and actors
support a robust farm to fork economy?

The county data shows good trend towards younger farmers. What
programs can be created to support to maintain this important
trend?

What are indicators you can monitor to examine success of
policy and programs?



02. Agricultural
Farmland Benefits and
Considerations for
Planning

Biggest threat to agricultural land loss-
low density development & climate
impacts
e Farmland loss & fragmentation
Reduced food production
Environmental degradation
Strain on infrastructure
Increased conflict between urban
and farming areas
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Projected Farmland Loss, 2016 - 2040

B v ajor Metro Areas

Percentage of current Ag Land
projected to be converted to Urban
Highly Developed Land Use or Low-
Density Residential by 2040

[ ]o-15%

[ 15-30 %
B 30 - 45 %
B 4505 % EXTENSION

NC FarmLink

Source:American Farm land Trust: Farm s Under Threat 2040 Report



Diverse Benefits from Farmland

*Shaffer & Thompson, 2015; ** Brinkley, 2012



The Biggest Bottleneck for New Farmers

“The only thing I've ever felt viscerally
sure [ want to do is

farm."

Farmers need policies and

Access 1o programs to provide:
farmlz}nd & e Affordable farmland,
capital leases, city land

e Affordable loans

TR\ ( W EXTENSION e County grants, state

and federal support
NC FarmLink



Agricultural Land Planning Considerations

e Farmland conservation
o Chatham Co Farmland Preservation
Plan- 2025-2028

e Farmland access
o Affordable, Appropriate, Secure
o Leases vs. Purchases
o Farm navigators & agile capital

e [arm Succession planning
e Grants for sustainable practices

(similar to wetlands)

o County owned trusts (e.g. Boulder, CO

e Development that monitors farmland

o Prime farmland; Nationally Significant

Farmland

Sustainable

People :
Praclices

farmland



03. Local food
systems support
community resilience

' FARMERS MARKETS |
ARE ESSENTIAL

Lii




Local Food System Planning for Resilience

SOCIAL INCLUSION
AND EQUITY

FOOD SECURITY
AND NUTRITION

\

: ‘ PROCESSING AND |
: | MANUFACTURING

S

LIVELIHOODS
AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

RESILIENCE AND
SUSTAINABILITY




Local Food System Planning for Resilience

1. Increase access and availability of local food
o Farmers markets & Institutional

procurement :f“,:f,:c 4
o Promote Farm to school, child care andLog“L FOOD
SeniOr SeI‘ViCGS lOcal f()()d purchases FOR CHILDCARE PROGRAMS

2. Ag land conservation & education
Promote diverse crops and livestock
4. Invest in local food processing &

distribution infrastructure

o Local livestock processing

o (Cold storage
Prevent/reduce food waste
Include food and agriculture in disaster
planning S
7. Support Food Policy Councils Q ?

COMMUNITY FOOD
STRATEGIES

=

A

NC Farm to
Early Care

& Education



04. Supporting
Farmers with
Sustainable and
Climate Smart
Practices




Sustainable Agriculture Practices for Climate
Resilience

Climate Smart Practices:

e Build carbon and add diversity
o (Cover crops, diverse rotations,
o Add perennials- pasture,
Agroforestry
o Integrate livestock
e Reduce synthetic N inputs wr
o Adding legumes- crops and cover L b i
Crops ’ AGROFORESTRY
o Organic Inputs FOR CARBON SEQUESTRATION
e Protect crops/ extend growing season R
o Hoop houses, smaller row covers O T
e (old storage on farm CEFS
e Supporting Sell & process locally —

Local Food Program




05. Resources




Resources

Data
NC Ag & Food Profiles- go.ncsu.edu/agcensus
NCDA Ag Statistics (yearly)-
https://www.ncagr.gov/divisions/agricultural-statistics
USDA Ag Census (every 5 yrs): https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/
USDA CroplandCROS- https://croplandcros.scinet.usda.gov/
e American Farmland Trust (Farms under Threat; Nationally Sig
Farmland): https://csp-fut.appspot.com/
o AMT -Farm Land Info- https://farmlandinfo.org/
Support:
e NC Farm Link- https://ncfarmlink.ces.ncsu.edu/
e S Sustainable Ag Research & Education: https://southern.sare.org/
e Counties with Climate Action Plans with Agriculture:
o Qrange County, NC
o Ventura, CA- https://egeneralplan.venturacounty.gov/



http://go.ncsu.edu/agcensus
https://www.ncagr.gov/divisions/agricultural-statistics
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/
https://croplandcros.scinet.usda.gov/
https://csp-fut.appspot.com/
https://farmlandinfo.org/
https://ncfarmlink.ces.ncsu.edu/
https://southern.sare.org/
https://www.orangecountync.gov/3096/Climate-Action-Plan#:~:text=On%20November%202%2C%202023%2C%20the,the%20climate%20is%20already%20changing.
https://egeneralplan.venturacounty.gov/

——

Thank you!
Questions?

Michelle Schroeder-Moreno,

Director, CEFS, NC State
msschroe@ncsu.edu

CENTER for ENVIRONMENTAL
FARMING SYSTEMS
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