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WHO WE ARE

We represent a group of diverse community stakeholders

including doctors, nurses, midwives, experts in maternal

and child health, reproductive justice advocates, and

many Chatham residents who have joined together to

demonstrate their support for access to needed care for

moms and babies in our community.

Specifically, the coalition aims to prevent the closure of

the Chatham Hospital Maternity Care Center and secure a

public commitment from UNC Health and Chatham

Hospital leadership to keep the MCC open.
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WE CALL ON UNC LEADERSHIP TO HONOR 
THE VALUES PROPOSITION THEY MADE 
TO THE COMMUNITY AND PUBLICLY 
COMMIT TO INVESTING IN THE SUCCESS 
OF THE UNC CHATHAM HOSPITAL MCC 
FOR A MINIMUM OF THREE MORE YEARS.  

Over 400 signatures have been added to the petition
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WHY WE ARE 
SPEAKING UP

Before the MCC reopened in 2020, Chatham County

ranked in the bottom quarter of N.C. counties for

average distance between home and a hospital with

childbirth services.

Traveling long distances to deliver contributes to
increased infant mortality and pregnancy
complications.

Access  matters

Disparities in birth outcomes in 
Chatham are alarming

2016-2020 Infant mortality rate for black babies
was 2.66x higher than white babies and the rete
for Hispanic/Latino babies was 1.54x higher.

Chatham Hospital MCC: A Values-Based 
Response to these trends
Chatham Hospital MCC was envisioned as a model for rural
maternity care amidst a troubling trend of closures.

Since it opened, nearly 80% of the women who delivered at the UNC
Chatham Hospital MCC were women of color.

A decision to close the Maternity Care Center after less than 3 years
of operation will have widespread impacts on the community.

The UNC Chatham Hospital Maternity Care Center does not need to
close, it is a choice.
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WHY WE ARE 
TALKING TO YOU
Access to Care County Health Impact Pr ior i ty

Access to Comprehensive Health Services identified as a health impact 
priority in 2018 and 2021

Chatham Plan Prior i t izes Health

Foster a healthy community 1 of 10 goals in Chatham County 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan

Among the recommendations: Build a comprehensive and integrated 
healthcare system that ensures adequate access for all residents.

Chatham Plan Prior i t izes Health

More than $600,000 in grant funding to support collaborative effort to 
reduce birth inequities in Chatham County through the pursuit of a 
comprehensive, coordinated, person-centered perinatal care system
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WHAT'S 
HAPPENING 
NOW

Chatham Hospital MCC Open
Fully Staffed, hope to be open 24/7
beginning January 2023.

UNC Health Reviewing Taskforce 
Recommendations
3-5 strategies for sustaining the MCC
to be pursued starting in January.
Taskforce will be meet again in 6
months.

No public commitment of $s or time
beyond 6 months.

Chatham County BOH Letter to 
UNC Health Leadership
BOH met Thursday 12/15 and voted
to send letter to UNC Health
Leadership to demonstrate their
support for the MCC.



WHAT'S NEXT
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Keep the MCC Coalition Campaign 

Continue to grow and strengthen coalition.

Pursue and advocate for collaborative strategies for 
ensuring access to care for moms and babies.

BOC Actions 

Letter to UNC Health Leadership or Resolution in support of 
the MCC.

Link UNC Health's privileged access to future growth in 
Chatham to their commitment to providing equitable access 
to care throughout the county


